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"VITAL STATISTICS 

For four Weeks ending Saturday, February 25, 1888. 

The deaths registered in each of the four weeks in the sixteen 
principal Town Districts of Ireland, alphabetically arranged, corre- 
sponded to the following annual rates per 1,000 : - -  

TOWNS 

irmagh - 

Belfast  - 

Cork 

Drogheda 

Dublin - 

Dundalk- 

Galway - 

Kilkenny 

Feb. 
4. 

15"5 

34"2 

40"2 

12"7 

29"1 

17"5 

26 '9 

29"6 

Weeks ending 

Feb. Feb. 
II.  18. 

15"5 36"1 

82'6 28"5 

33"1 26"0 

8"5 93"0 

29"2 25"3 

21"8 17"5 

26"9 20"2 

8'5 12"7 

TOWNS 
Feb. 
25. 

10'3 Limerick 

35"1 Lisburn 

29"2 Londonderry 

25"4 Lurgan 

27"5 N'ewry 

7~'2 Sligo 

26'9 Waterford - 

16'9 Wexford 

Weeks ending 

Feb. Feb. Feb. Feb. 
4. 11. 18. 2.5. 

31"0 29 '7  47"2 53"9 

14"5 9.7 24"2 24"2 

7"1 16 '0  44"6 21"4 

30"8 71 '8  25"7 46'2 

35"1 45 "7 21 "1 21 "1 

14"4 19 '2  19"2 24"1 

20"8 23"2 30"1 34'7 

8"6 38"5 12"8 34"2 

In  the week ending Saturday, February 4, 1888, the mortality in twenty- 
eight large English towns, including London (in which the rate was 23"1), 
was equal to an average annual death-rate of 21"9 per 1,000 persons 
living. In  Glasgow the rate was 26-1 ; and in Edinburgh it was 19"4. 

The average annual death-rate represented by the deaths registered 
during the week in the sixteen principal town districts of Ireland was 
29"5 per 1,000 of the population. 

The deaths from the principal zymotlc diseases in the sixteen districts 
were equal to an annual rate of 4"8 per 1,000, the rates varying from 0"0 
in Londonderry~ Drogheda, Dundalk, Sligo, and Armagh, to 21"1 in 
Ki lkenny-- the  7 deaths from all causes registered in the last-namec~ 
district comprising 5 from measles. Among the 149 deaths from all 
causes registered in Belfast are 10 from measles (being 4 over the 
number from that disease in the preceding week), 10 from whooping- 
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cough (an increase of 4 as compared with the number in the preceding 
week), 1 from diphtheria, 1 from enteric fever~ and 1 from diarrhcea. 
The 62 deaths in Cork comprise 13 from measles (being a decrease of 9 
as compared with the number from that disease in the preceding week), 
1 from typhus, 1 from diphtheria, and 1 from diarrhoea. Among the 9 
deaths in Waterford are 1 each from typhus~ whooping-cough, and enteric 
fever. The 10 deaths in Newry comprise 4 from measles. 

In  the Dublin Registration District the births registered during the 
week amounted to 230--122 boys and 108 gir ls--and the deaths to 
202--102 males and 100 females. 

The deaths represent an annual rate of mortality of 29"8 in every 
1,000 of the estimated populationmomitting the deaths of persons 
admitted into public institutions from localities outside the district~ the 
rate was 29"1 per 1,000. 

Thirty-two deaths from zymotic diseases were registered, being 7 
under the number for the preceding week, and 2 under the average for 
the fifth week of the last ten years. They comprise 2 from mdasles, 6 
from scarlet fever (scarlatina), 10 from whooping-cough~ 4 from enteric 
fever, 2 from dysentery, 1 from diarrhcea~ &c. 

There was but 1 case of small-pox admitted to hospital during the 
week~ against 5 admissions in the preceding week; 12 cases of the 
disease remained under treatment in hospital on Saturday~ February 4. 

Ten cases of scarlatina were admitted~ being 5 under the admissions 
for the preceding week; 15 patients were discharged~ 1 died, and 56 
remained under treatment on Saturday~ being 6 under the number in 
hospital on Saturday, January 28. 

One case of typhus and 4 cases of enteric fever were admitted ; in the 
preceding week 2 cases of the former and 6 of the latter disease had been 
admitted. Ten cases of typhus and 20 of enCeric fever remained under 
treatment in hospital on Saturday. 

Forty-one deaths from diseases of the respiratory system were regis- 
tered~ being 28 under the average for the corresponding week of the last 
ten years~ and 8 under the number for the week ended January 28. 
They comprise 30 from bronchitis and 7 from pneumonia or inflamma- 
tion of the lungs. 

In  the week ending Saturday~ February l I~ the mortality in twenty- 
eight large English towns, including London (in which the rate was 22"4)~ 
was equal to an average annual death-rate of 22"2 per 1~000 persons 
living. In Glasgow the rate was 24"0 ; and in Edinburgh it was 22"2. 

The average annual death-rate in the sixteen principal town districts 
of Ireland was 29"6 per 1,000 of the population. 

The deaths from the principal zymotic diseases in the sixteen districis 
were equal to an annual rate of 4"5 per 1,000~ the rates varying from 
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0"0 in Londonderry~ Kilkenny, Drogheda, Wexford, Sligo, and Lisburn, 
to 14"0 in Newry-- the  13 deaths from all causes registered in the last- 
named district comprising 4 from measles. Among the 142 deaths from 
all causes registered in Belfast are 6 from measles (being 4 under the 
number from that disease in the preceding week)~ 10 from whooping- 
cough (being equal to the number in the preceding week), 1 from 
diphtheria, 1 from enteric fever, and 4 from diarrhoea. The 51 deaths 
in Cork comprise 16 from measles (being an increase of 3 as compared 
with the number from that disease in the preceding week), and 1 each 
from diphtheria, enteric fever~ and diarrhoea. Among the 22 deaths 
in Limerick are 1 each from measles, scarlatina, and diarrhoea; and 
the 14 deaths in Lurgan comprise 2 from diphtheria. 

]n the Dublin Registration District the births registered during the 
week amounted to 205--110 boys and 95 girls--and the deaths to 
202--86 males and 116 females. 

The deaths represent an annual rate of mortality of 29"8 in every 
1,000 of the estimated population--omitting the deaths of persons 
admitted into public institutions from localities outside the district, the 
rate was 29"2 per 1~000. 

Twenty-six deaths from zymotic diseases were registered, being 5 
1)elow the average for the corresponding week of the last ten years, 
and 6 under the number for the week ended February 4. They comprise 
1 from measles, 6 from scarlet fever (scarlatina), 9 from whooping- 
cough~ 2 from enteric fever~ 2 from diarrhoea, 1 from dysentery, 1 
from erysipelas, &c. 

During the week 1 case of small-pox was admitted to hospital, and 1 
small-pox patient was discharged, leaving the number of cases (12) ia  
hospital at the close of the week the same as that on Saturday, Feb- 
ruary 4. 

Twenty cases of scarlatina were admitted to hospital, being 10 over 
the admissions for the preceding week; 7 patients were discharged 
during the week; and 69 remained under treatment on Saturday, being 
13 over the number in hospital on Saturday~ February 4. 

Four cases of typhus~ and 6 of enteric fever were admitted, against 
1 case of the former and 4 cases of the latter disease admitted during the 
preceding week. Nine cases of typhus and 21 of enteric fever remained 
under treatment in hospital on Saturday. 

Fifty-seven deaths from diseases of the respiratory system were regis- 
tered, being 16 over the number for the preceding week~ but 11 under 
the average for the sixth week of the last ten years. They comprise 31 
from bronchitis and 11 from pneumonia or inflammation of the lungs. 

In the week ending Saturday, February 18~ the mortality in twenty- 
eight large English towns, including London (in which the rate was 20"6), 
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was equal to an average annum death.rate of 20"9 per 1,000 persons 
living. In  Glasgow the rate was 25"9; and in Edinburgh it was 
21"0. 

The annum average death-rate represented by the deaths registered 
last week in the sixteen principal town districts of Ireland was 28"3 per 
1,000 of the population. 

The deaths from the principal zymotic diseases in the sixteen dis* 
tricts were equal to an annual rate of 3"1 per 1,0007 the rates varying 
from 0"0 in 9 of the districts to 7"0 in Newry-- the  6 deaths from 
all causes registered in that district comprising 2 from measles~ which 
caused 4 of the deaths registered in the preceding week. Among the 
124 deaths from all causes registered in Belfast are 11 from measles 
(which caused 6 of the deaths recorded in the preceding week), 1 from 
scarlatina, 4: from whooping-cough (a decrease of 6 as compared with the 
number from that disease in tile preceding week), 2 from diphtheria, 1 
from "simple fever," and 2 from diarrhoea. The 40 deaths in Cork 
comprise 3 from measles (being a decrease of 13 as compared with the 
number from that disease in the preceding week), 2 from diphtheria~ 
and 1 from diarrhoea; and the 35 deaths in Limerick comprise 2 from 
measles, and 1 from typhus. 

In the Dublin Registration District the births registered during the 
week amounted to 217--104 boys and 113 girls--and the deaths to 175- -  
85 males and 90 females. 

The deaths represent an annual rate of mortality of 25"8 in every 
1,000 of the estimated population--omitting the deaths of persons 
admitted into public institutions from localities outside the district, the 
rate was 25"3 per 1,000. 

Deaths from zymotic diseases, which had fallen from 32 in the week 
ended February 4 to 26 in the following week, fell to 19, which number 
is 15 below the average for the corresponding week of the last ten 
years. The 19 deaths consist of 1 from measles, 7 from scarlet fever 
(scarlatina), 1 from typhus, 4 from whooping-cough, 1 from diphtheria, 
1 from ill-defined fever, 2 from diarrhoea, 1 from erysipelas, and 1 from 
nmmps. 

Three cases of small-pox were admitted to hospital, against 1 admis- 
sion in each of the two preceding weeks; 2 small-pox patients were dis- 
charged during the week, and 13 remained tinder treatment on Saturday, 
being 1 over the number in hospital on Saturday, February l 1. 

1Nine cases of scarlatina were admitted to hospital, being 11 under 
the admissions for the preceding week; 9 patients were discharged, 4 
died, and 65 remained under treatment on Saturday, being 4 under th~ 
number in hospital on Saturday, February 11. 

Four eases of typhus and 7 of enteric fever were admitted, against 4 
cases of the former and 6 of the latter disease admitted during the pre- 
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ceding week. Twelve cases of typhus and 24 of enteric fever remained 
under treatment in hospital on Saturday, February 18. 

Fifty-five deaths from diseases of the respiratory system were registered, 
being 13 under the average for the corresponding week of the last ten 
years, and 2 under the number for the week ended February 11. They 
comprise 37 from bronchitis, 10 from pneumonia or inflammation of the 
lungs, and 5 from croup. 

In the week ending Saturday, February 25, the mortality in twenty- 
eight large English towns, including London (in which the rate was 21"6), 
was equal to an average annual death-rate of 21"6 per 17000 persons 
living. In Glasgow the rate was 26"9; and in Edinburgh it was 
21'0. 

The average annual death-rate in the sixteen principal town districts 
of Ireland was 31"2 per 1,000 of the population. 

The deaths from the principal zymotic diseases in the sixteen districts 
were equal to an annual rate of 2"9 per 1,000, the rates varying from 
0"0 in nine of the districts to 5"1 in Lurganmthe 9 deaths from all 
causes registered in that district comprising 1 from diarrhoea. Among the 
153]deaths from all causes registered in Belfast are 8 from measles 
(being 3 under tlm number from that disease in the preceding week), 2 
from scarlatina, 1 from typhus, 6 from whooping-cough (an increase of 2 
as compared with the number in the preceding week), 1 from simple- 
continued fever, 1 from enteric fever, and 2 from diarrhoea. The 45 
deaths in Cork comprise 4 from measles (being i over the number from 
that disease in the preceding week), 1 from whooping-cough, and 1 
from enteric fever. The 40 deaths in Limerick comprise 1 from measles, 
and 1 from scarlatina. 

In the Dublin Registration District the births registered during the 
week amounted to 178--86 boys and 92 girls--and the deaths to 1 9 2 ~  
89 males and 103 females. 

The deaths represent an annual rate of mortality of 28"4 in every 
1,000 of the estimated population--omitting the deaths of persons 
admitted into public institutions from localities outside the district, the 
rate was 27"5 per 1,000. 

Twenty-three deaths from zymotic diseases were registered, being 4 
over the number for the preceding week, but 7 under the average for 
the eighth week of the last ten years. They comprise 2 from measles, 8 
from scarlet fever (scarlatina), 4 from whooping-cough, 3 from enteric 
fever~ &c. 

One case of small-pox was admitted to hospital, being 2 under the 
admissions for the preceding week ; 2 small-pox patients were discharged~ 
1 died, and 11 remained under treatment on Saturday~ February 25~ 
being 2 under the number in hospital at the close of the preceding week. 
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During the week ended February 11, 20 eases of scarlatina were 
admitted to hospital; in the following week the admissions fell to 9, and 
this week they further declined to 5 ; 8 patients were discharged, 2 died, 
and 60 remained under treatment on Saturday, being 5 under the 
number in hospital on Saturday, February 18. 

Five cases of typhus and 6 of enteric fever were admitted to hos. 
pita], against 4 cases of the former and 7 of the latter disease admitted 
in the preceding week. Seventeen cases of typhus and 26 of enteric fever 
remained under treatment in hospital on Saturday. 

Fifty-six deaths from diseases of the respiratory system were registered, 
being i over the number for the preceding week, but 2 under the average 
for the eighth week of the last ten years. They comprise 41 from 
bronchitis and 9 from pneumonia or inflammation of the lungs. 

~ETEOROLOGY. 

Abstract of Observations made in the City of Dublin, Lat. 53 ~ 20' _-V., 
Long. 6 ~ 15'  W'., f o r  th~ Month of February, 1888. 

Mean Height of Barometer, 30"119 inches. 
Maximal Height of Barometer (on 28th, at 9 a.m.), 30"568 ,, 
Minimal Height of Barometer (on 11th, at 9 p.m.), 29"461 , 
Mean Dry-bulb Temperature, - - 38"0 ~ 
Mean Wet-bulb Temperature, 36"2% 
Mean Dew-point Temperature, 33"2 ~ . 
Mean Elastic Force (Tension) of Aqueous Vapour, - "194 inch. 
Mean Humidity, 82"8 per cent. 
Highest Temperature in Shade (on 3rd), 51"4 ~ 
Lowest Temperature in Shade (on 14th), 24"8 ~ 
Lowest Temperature on Grass (Radiation) (on 14th), 16"4 ~ 
Mean Amount of Cloud, - - 73"1 per cent. 
Rainfall (on 14 days), - 1'097 inches. 
Greatest Daily Rainfall (on 25th), "273 inch. 
General Directions of Wind, W.N.W., N.E. 

Remarks. 
Notwithstanding a spell of mild weather, which lasted from the 3rd 

to the 10th, February, 1888, proved to be a very cold and snowy month. 
Even in Dublin snow or hail fell on as many as fourteen days, and the 
mean temperature was no less than 4"6 ~ below the average, and 3"5 ~ below 
that of the preceding month of January. The rainfall fell far short of 
the average, and consisted chiefly of melted snow and hail. The amount 
of cloud was very great--namely, 73"1 per cent. I t  is remarkable that 
during the mild, fine weather of the earlier part of the month the wind 
was generally north-westerly, an area of high atmospherical pressuro 
lying off the S.W. of Ireland. 
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In  Dublin the mean temperature (38"6 ~ ) was much below the average 
(43"2~ the mean dry bulb readings at 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. were 88'0% 
In  the twenty-three years ending with 1887, February was coldest in 
1873 (M. T. --~ 37"9 ~ and warmest in 1869 (M. T. ~ 46"7~ In  1886, 
the M. T. was 39"7 ~ ; in the year 1879 (the cold year) it  was 40"1 ~ As 
a general rule, February in Dublin is only a shade colder than March. 
This is owing to the continued development in February of a winter area 
of low pressure over the Atlantic to the north-westward of the British 
Isles and to a resulting prevalence of S.W. winds in their vicinity, while 
the Continental anticyclone embraces the Brit ish Isles and Scandinavia 
in March, causing easterly winds and low temperatures. In  1888, how- 
ever, the Continental anticyclone spread westwards across Scandinavia 
and the Norwegian Sea in the middle,of February ; hence the great cold 
of the lat ter  half of the month. 

The mean height of the barometer was 30"119 inches, or no less than 
0"257 inch above the average value for February--namely ,  29 "862 inches. 
The mercury rose to 30'568 inches at  9 a.m. of the 28th, and fell to 29"461 
inches at 9 p.m. of the l h h .  The observed range of atmospherical 
pressure was, therefore, 1'107 inches-- tha t  is, a little over one inch and 
one-tenth. The mean temperature deduced from daily readings of the 
dry bulb thermometer at 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. was 38"0 ~ or 3-5 ~ below 
the value for January, 1888; that calculated by Kaemtz's fo rmula - -  
viz., rain. q- (max.~min. • "41) --~ Mean Temp.--fronKthe means of the 
daily maxima and minima was 37"9 ~ , or 4"6 ~ below the average mean 
temperature for February, calculated in the same way, in the twenty 
years, 1865-84, inclusive (42"5~ The arithmetical mean of the 
maxinml and minimal readings was 38'6 ~ compared with a twenty 
years'  average of 43"'2 ~ On the 3rd the thermometer in the screen 
rose to 51"4~ W.S.W. ; on the 14th the temperature fell to 24"8 ~  
wind W.~7.W. The minimum on the grass was 16'4 ~ on the same date. 
The rainfall  was only 1"097 inches, distributed over 14 days. The average 
rainfall  for February  in the twenty years, 1865-84, inclusive, was 2"244 
inches, and the average number of rainy days was 17"6. The rainfall  
and the rainy days, therefore, were both very much below the average, 
although not to the same extent as in 1887, when only "541 inch of rain 
fell on 11 days. In  1883 the rainfall  in February  was large--3"752 
inches on 17 days ;  in 1879 also 3"706 inches fell on 23 days. On the 
the other hand, in 1873, only '925 of an inch was measured on but 8 
days. The rainfall  in 1887 was much the smallest recorded in February  
for very many years. Snow or sleet fell on the 2nd, l l t h ,  12th, 14th, 
15th, 19th, 20th, 22nd, 24th, 25th, and 29th. Hail  fell on the 1st, 10th, 
19th, 20th, 21st, 22nd, 24th, 25th, and 29th. The atmosphere was foggy 
on the 15th and 16th. High winds were noted on 11 days, reaching the 
force of a gale on only one day, the 2nd. The temperature exceeded 50 ~ 
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in the screen on only 4 days, compared with 10 days in January;  while 
i t  fell to or below 32 ~ in the screen on 12 days, compared with only 3 
in January. The minima on the grass were 32 ~ or less on 22 nights~ 
compared with 17 nights in January. On 13 days the thermometer did 
not rise to 40 ~ in the screen. 

In  the period ending Saturday, the 4th, the barometer was, after the 
1st, high over Germany and France, low and unsteady over Scandinavia~ 
where the dominant systems of atmospherical pressure were cyclonic. 

On the 1st, the depression, mentioned in last month's abstract as having 
travelled across Great  Britain in a southerly direction on January 31, 
was filling up quickly over France. A t  night a keen frost occurred in 
England, the thermometer falling to 16 ~ at Cambridge and to 10 ~ at 
Hillington and Geldeston. On the 2nd snow and sleet fell in Ireland, 
off the S.W. coast of which country an area of high pressure became 
established. 

This anticyclonic system continued to lie over the Atlantic off the 
S.W. of ]reland until  Friday, the 10th ; so that throughout this period 
the wind was northwesterly in the British Is lands--more  westerly in the 
North, more northerly ill the South. The weather, although cloudy, was 
fine and mi ld- - the  singularly warm •.W. current being a remarkable 
feature of the period. After  Tuesday, the 7th, the barometer fell 
gradually, and by Saturday, the l l t h ,  pressure had become low, while 
cold showers were prevalent with a much reduced temperature. Snow 
and hail fell generally on Fr iday  and Saturday. In  Dublin the mean 
pressure was 30"076 inches, the barometer falling from 30"382 inches at  
9 a.m. and 9 p.m. of Monday to 29"461 inches at  9 p.m. of Saturday. 
The mean dry bulb temperature was 43"2 ~ On Sunday, the 5th, the 
thermometer rose to 50"8 ~ and on Saturday, the l l t h ,  it  fell to 31"3 ~ 
Rain fell on three days (including hail on one day and snow on one d a y ) - -  
the total measurement being "040 inch, of which '015 inch was registered 
on Fr iday and an equal quantity on Saturday. 

The week ending Saturday, the 18th~ was the coldest experienced in 
the present winter. The mean dry bulb temperature was 33"0 ~ , or only 
one degree above freezing point. Temperature was highest (43"5 ~ 
on Friday, the 17th~ lowest (24"8 ~ on Tuesday, the 14th, when the 
minimum sank to 16"4 ~ on the grass. The mean temperature was 10"2 ~ 
below that of the previous week, and 9 ~ below the average for the time 
of year. Until  Fr iday the thermometer never rose to 40 ~ in the screen. 
The mean height of the barometer was 30"033 inches-- the lowest pres- 
sure was 29"503 inches about 3 p.m. of Sunday, the highest was 30"393 
inches at 9 a.m. of Thursday. A little snow fell on Sunday night and 
early on Tuesday and Wednesday. The only measureable precipitation 
was~ however, "092 inch of rain on Saturday. The planet Mercury was 
clearly seen to W. by S. at 6 20 p.m. of Saturday, the 18th. The wind 
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varied between W.  and N., except on Monday, when it  "boxed  the 
compass" as a snowstorm depression passed eastwards south of Dublin. 
On the 16th the thermometer fell to 1 ~ at  Lairg, in Sutherland, 4 ~ at 
Braemar~ and 8 ~ at Brookeborough, Co. Fermanagh. On this day snow 
lay to the depth of 20 inches at Oxford. 

The very winterly spell of weather which set in on Friday,  February  
10, persisted throughout the week ending Saturday, 25th. I t  is true 
that the minimal readings of the thermometer were not nearly so low in 
Dublin as they had been in the previous week--nevertheless, the weather 
was even more severe, for strong N.E. winds, piercing cold, and frequent 
heavy falls of snow and hail took the place of the dry and frosty weather 
of the preceding week. The barometer was high in the extreme north, 
low in the south (that is, over France~ the Mediterranean, and Spain). 
Hence the strong E. and N.E. winds of the period. In  Dublin the mean 
atmospherical pressure was 80"06"2 inches; highest, 30"231 inches at 9 
a.m. of F r iday ;  lowest, 29"802 inches at  9 a.m. of Sunday. The mean 
dry bulb temperature was 35"8 ~ . Temperature was highest on Tuesday 
(41"0~ lowest on Sunday (31"3~ The rainfall amounted to "796 inch 
on six days. Of this quantity "273 inch was measured on Saturday. 
The precipitation was almost entirely in the form of snow and hail. 

During the last four days, fresh to strong northeasterly to easterly 
winds prevailed, accompanied by dull, bleak weather, and on the Dublin 
coast frequent showers of hail and snow. In the S.E. of England tem- 
perature was very low at this time, and dry snow fell at times. 

At  Greystones, Co. Wicklow, the rainfall in February was only 0"38 
of an inch, distributed over 8 days. The maximal fall in 24 hours was 
0"12 inch on the 21st. 

I:NFANTILE DIARRHOEA. 

ONE hundred babies under twelve months of age are said to die weekly 
in Paris fi'om diarrhcea during the autumn, according to Dr. D. Delattre 
(Montpellier Mddical, Vol. IX.,  No. 8). He ascribes the diarrhoea to the 
presence of a special bacillus, which he says an alkaline medium favours. 
Consequently he recommends an acid treatment, and declares that in 
lactic acid we have a remedy capable of effecting a cure in two or three 
days. More agreeable and equally efficacious is Dusart 's syrup of tile 
lactophosphate of lime, which Dr. Parrot  suggested in 1869 (ArcMves 
Gdn&ales de Mgdecine). He recommends four or five teaspoonfuls daily-- V- 
the dose to be given about twenty-five minutes after the baby has been to 
the breast. 


